Membranous glomerulonephritis in a patient with an adrenal ganglioneuroma.
Membranous glomerulonephritis has been reported in association with several tumors. This report is the first case of membranous glomerulonephritis associated with an adrenal ganglioneuroma. The sera obtained from the patient at presentation stained the fibrillary component of the ganglioneuroma and the glomerular basement membrane of the kidney. The antibodies present in the patient's serum also reacted with the glomerular basement membrane of several normal and randomly selected abnormal kidneys, including 1 from a patient with Alport's syndrome. The patient's sera contained a circulating tumor antigen-specific antibody that cross-reacted with an antigen present on the podocyte membrane of the renal glomeruli. The resection of the ganglioneuroma resulted in a complete remission of the nephrotic syndrome within months of removal of the tumor. This was associated with loss of antibodies in the patient's serum. The patient was not treated with steroids or any immunosuppressive agents. The patient remains in remission with normal renal function after 9 years of follow-up.